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… it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace … Hebrews 13:9

Thoughts on the Book of Ecclesiastes
—Part Twelve

John G. Reisinger
In our last article, we examined the 

Seeker’s caution to be careful how we 
speak in the presence of God. We consid-
ered the need for a sincere and focused 
approach to God, through the merits of 
Christ alone. The Seeker warns about the 
danger of not keeping vows made to God; 
we discussed that warning in the light of a 
careless attitude that makes rash vows and 
a sincere attitude that acts from a wrongly 
trained conscience.

After he addresses the vanity of care-
less words, the Seeker, in Ecclesiastes 5:8-
20, contemplates the vanity of wealth. As 
with vows, wealth is not inherently nega-
tive, but neither does it live up to its repu-
tation for producing happiness. It is true 

(12:1-2), making a right estimate of 
ourselves (12:3-9), and loving each 
other (12:10-21). Next, he addresses 
the Christian’s relationship with gov-
ernment (13:1-7) and emphasizes right 
conduct (13:8-14). All of these sub-
jects are important matters that impact 
our ability to live out our Christianity 
in a public forum. It is one thing to 
hold sound doctrine; it is quite another 
to apply that doctrine practically in 
everyday living. 

Now that we have seen what topics 
immediately precede Romans 14, we 
turn to our focus in this discussion on 
Christian liberty. Paul will now deal 

sanctifi cation in the middle chapters 
of Romans. After a close examination 
of God’s sovereignty and his dealings 
with Israel in chapters 9-11, the Apos-
tle moves to the practical application 
of doctrine in the fi nal chapters of the 
book.

In the two chapters that immediate-
ly precede Romans 14, Paul discusses 
the importance of renewing the mind 
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Introduction

By the time we reach chapter 14 
in the Epistle to the Romans, Paul has 
already addressed several aspects of 
Christian theology. An overview of 
the structure of the book sets Romans 
14 in context. Paul begins the let-
ter with clear teaching on salvation 
in chapters 1-4. He then moves to 
the issue of justifi cation by faith and 

that even though wealth is the cause of 
some men’s misery, it enables them to be 
very comfortable in their misery, thereby 
masking its danger.

The various proverbs of this sec-
tion are bound together by the theme of 
poverty and wealth. We have reference 
to ‘the poor’ (5:8), ‘money’ (5:10), the 
increase of ‘good things’ (5:11), ‘the rich 
man’ (5:12), ‘riches’ (5:13, 14), ‘riches 
and wealth’ (5:19; 6:2), the ‘poor man’ 
(6:8). 1 

Verses 8 and 9 state the plight of the 

1   Michael A. Eaton, Ecclesiastes, An 
Introduction & Commentary (Downers 
Grove, IL: IVP, 1983), 100.
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poor:
If you see the poor oppressed 

in a district, and justice and rights 
denied, do not be surprised at such 
things; for one offi cial is eyed by a 
higher one, and over them both are 
others higher still. The increase from 
the land is taken by all; the king 
himself profi ts from the fi elds. (NIV)

The poor here are the victims of 
oppression who have no one to defend 
their rights. The rich get richer and 
the poor get poorer. Honest govern-
ment with many checks and balances 
to assure equality and justice is a great 
blessing to any society. Such is a rare 
thing indeed. In most cases, govern-
ment comprises an endless bureau-
cracy of offi cials whose appointments 
were the result of political rewards 
rather than integrity and ability. At 
each level, the presiding offi cial has 
his hand in the till. Even the king must 
get his cut in such a situation. Finan-
cial security corresponds to position 
on the bureaucratic ladder. The Seeker 
offers no advice or cure for this situ-
ation, but merely states, “That’s the 
way it is. Don’t be surprised.” Sinclair 
Ferguson, in The Pundit’s Folly, puts 
it in contemporary terms:

But what does this kind of up-
ward mobility cost? At the end of 
the day we fi nd that we have spent 
all our spiritual resources on fi nanc-
ing the journey upwards; on arrival 
we have sold everything of lasting 
value. 2 

Charles Bridges offers a different, 
more positive view on these verses.

Gradation of rank is indeed the 
ordinance of God, evil only when 
the higher abuse their elevation. 
Yet there is a level, where, “the 
rich and poor meet together” (Prov. 
22:2). The curse of the ground is 
so far mitigated, that while “bread” 
is still “eaten in the sweat of the 
face” (Gen. 3:17) there is profi t  

2   Sinclair Ferguson, The Pundit’s 
Folly (Carlisle, PA: The Banner 
of Truth Trust, 1995), 22.

directly or indirectly  for all. The 
many live by it. The highest cannot 
live without it. The King himself 
is served by the fi eld. He is more 
dependant upon the laborer, than the 
laborer is on him. He has more need 
of the laborer’s strength, than the 
laborer has of his royal crown. Agri-
culture was an ordinance before the 
fall. And of all the arts of civilized 
man, it is transcendently the most 
essential and valuable. Other arts 
may contribute to the comfort, the 
convenience, and the embellishment 
of life. But the cultivation of the soil 
stands in immediate connection with 
our very existence. The life itself, to 
whose comfort, the convenience, and 
the embellishments of life other arts 
contribute, is by this to be sustained, 
so that others without it can avail 
nothing. In their dependence on the 
fi eld all are equal. The prince and 
the peasant are alike served of it. 3 

In verses 10-17, we learn that (1) 
Wealth does not necessarily bring sat-
isfaction. (2) Possessions cannot give 
security to those who trust in them. 
The more possessions one has, the 
more insurance one needs to protect 
those possessions. (3) Wealth cannot 
give peace and contentment. (4) We 
may amass wealth to our detriment 
and lose it to our sorrow.

Verses 10 and 11 address money, 
goods, and two related problems: (1) 
All the money in the world cannot 
satisfy a covetous person. (2) Wealth 
attracts freeloaders who easily become 
dependents. Notice these two adages.

Whoever loves money never 
has money enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfi ed with his 
income. This too is meaningless. 
(NIV)

Poverty is a burden, but wealth 
also has its own set of problems. A 
greedy person’s discontentment will 
increase in direct proportion to the 

3   Charles Bridges, Ecclesiastes, A 
Geneva Series Commentary (Carlisle, 
PA: Banner of Truth, 1961), 112.
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Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation. (2 Cor. 6:2)

If I do not know whether God is 
for me or against me, I can have no 
rest. I must know that God is for me, 
or remain in the sadness of unrest and 
terror. My safety depends on God 
being for me, and my peace of mind 
depends on my knowing God is for 
me. Nothing can calm the tempest of 
my soul except the knowledge that I 
am his and he is mine. Nothing else 
matters except settling this question 
regarding my relationship to God. I 
must know that my soul is out of dan-
ger before I can be quieted in spirit. 
To be left in uncertainty is too much 
to endure. 

We need certainty. Nothing but 
certainty can soothe our fear. The man 
who can go about the lesser things 
of life while uncertainty hangs over 
his eternal destiny—with that great 
question between his soul and God 
still unsettled—must be either sadly 
hardened or altogether wretched. My 
prayer for you, dear reader, is that 
through the word of God given in 
this message, you might fi nd peace—
peace with God, resulting in blessed 
peace in your heart.

Take heed to the Word of God, 
dry and thirsty sinners. “… Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). 
There is a Savior for sinners—Jesus 
Christ the Righteous. Him I proclaim 
to you. He is the Lord. He has all au-
thority to save or to damn unbelieving 

rebels. Now—today—he calls sinners 
to repentance. His Spirit, whom he has 
sent, will not strive with men forever. 
Thus now is the accepted time; be-
hold, now is the day of salvation.

Indeed, “now [God] commands all 
men everywhere to repent, because 
He has appointed a day on which He 
will judge the world in righteousness 
by the Man whom He has ordained” 
(Acts 17:30-31). Since you do not 
know what tomorrow will bring, since 
it is appointed for men to die once, but 
after this the judgment, behold, now 
is the accepted time, behold, now is 
the day of salvation. Behold the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of 
the world! Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you shall be saved.

Mark 16:16 tells us that he who 
believes will be saved, but he who 
does not believe will be condemned. 
John writes, “And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life” (John 
3:14-15). “He who believes in Him is 
not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God” (John 
3:18). “He who believes in the Son 
has everlasting life; and he who does 
not believe the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abides on him” 
(John 3:36). The Scripture continues 
to testify.

“To Him [the Lord Jesus Christ] 
all the prophets witness that, through 

His name, whoever believes in Him 
will receive remission of sins” (Acts 
10:43). “But to him who does not 
work but believes on Him who justi-
fi es the ungodly, his faith is accounted 
for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). “… It 
pleased God through the foolishness 
of the message preached to save those 
who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). “And this 
is His commandment: that we should 
believe on the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ …” (1 John 3:23). “… He who 
does not believe God has made Him 
a liar, because he has not believed the 
testimony that God has given of His 
Son” (1 John 5:10).

God demands faith. God holds ac-
countable and responsible everyone 
who self-righteously and lawlessly 
refuses to believe, and adds this rejec-
tion to the heap of sins that will con-
demn them.

Many who know the truth of God’s 
sovereignty and election still are lov-
ers of self more than they are lovers 
of God. Others make God out to be 
a liar (which you do if you are not 
a believer). Both of these attitudes 
refl ect unbelief. One set of unbeliev-
ers sees themselves as more gracious 
than God, and in their heart of hearts, 
they blame God for their unbelief. 
Another set views unbelievers as vic-
tims—since God alone grants spiritual 
life. Rather than seeing God’s election 
as great hope, they subtly blame God 
for unbelief. These ideas run contrary 
to the Word of God.

T h e  E v i l  o f  U n b e l i e fT h e  E v i l  o f  U n b e l i e f
M u r r a y  M c L e l l a nM u r r a y  M c L e l l a n

McLellan—Cont. on page 15

Compiled by Murray McLellan (an unworthy sinner upon whom God has bestowed his mighty grace. “But of Him you are in Christ 
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glories, let him glory in the Lord’” [1 Cor. 1:30-31]). (With many thanks to Horatius Bonar.)

I neither claim nor seek originality in the following article. I seek to magnify and exalt the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. Unto Him belongs the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

All Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version unless otherwise indicated.
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accumulation of his or her personal 
wealth. Human desire outruns acquisi-
tions, no matter how large the acquisi-
tions are. Charles Bridges points out 
that getting things and enjoying those 
things are two different propositions.

The tempter may paint a brilliant 
prospect of happiness. But fact and 
experience prove, that he that loveth 
silver or any worldly abundance 
will be satisfi ed neither with the pos-
session nor with the increase. The 
appetite is created  not satisfi ed. 
The vanity of this disease is coveting 
what does not satisfy when we have 
it. Hunger is satisfi ed with meat, and 
thirst with drink. But hunger or thirst 
for this world’s wealth is as unsatis-
fi ed in the end, as at the beginning. 
“Could you,”  says a lively exposi-
tor  “change the solid earth into 
a single lump of gold, and drop it 
into the gaping mouth of avarice, it 
would only be a crumb of transient 
comfort, a cordial drop, enabling it 
to cry a little louder, “Give  give.” 
So true it is, that a man’s life  his 
real comfort in life  “consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which 
he possesses.” (Luke 12:15.) “Nature 
is content with little, grace with less, 
but lust with nothing.” 4 

Ecclesiastes teaches us that God 
himself must not only give the wealth, 
he must also give the ability to enjoy 
it. Great wealth and infl uence without 
a heart to use both for the glory of 
God will destroy a man, both in this 
life and in eternity. Greed and content-
ment are incompatible; they are as dif-
ferent as night and day.

Greed is not restricted to those 
who own goods; those who use goods 
can be greedy as well.

As goods increase, so do those 
who consume them.

You never know how many “close 
and dear” relatives and friends you 
have until you win the lottery. One 
uncle, named Sam, is quick to take 
a personal interest in your wealth 

4   Ibid., 113.

and will consume (legally steal) a 
large share of it. Wealth creates other 
problems, besides those who take ad-
vantage. The more wealth increases, 
the more staff is required to manage 
it. These must be honest and effi cient 
people. And where are such to be 
found? Even if we solve the problems 
of taxes, dependants, and staff, one 
key question remains:

And what benefi t are they to the 
owner except to feast his eyes on 
them?

If one who possesses wealth does 
not use it to benefi t others, what good 
is the wealth? A person can only sleep 
in one bedroom at a time, and can 
only consume so much food. A man 
who shares his wealth with friends 
has some people, granted 

many who 
may be 

parasites, 
slapping 
him on 
the back 
and 
telling 

him how 
wonderful 

he is. A man who 
hoards his wealth has no one with 
whom he can share anything.

“What benefi t are they to the 
owner,” asks the Pundit, “except 
to feast his eyes on them?” Posses-
sions cannot talk to you, love you, 
or guide you! Either their pleasing 
beauty will wear off or your eyes 
will grow dim to their luster before 
you are blinded by death. What 
lasting security can they give you 
then? You came from your mother’s 
womb with nothing; you will go to 
earth’s womb with nothing. How 
can possessions give you security? 
You know you cannot take them with 
you.” 5 

The Seeker next compares the ef-
fects of relative wealth on two differ-
ent men. Ironically, great wealth can 
easily destroy a person’s peace and 

5   Ferguson, 23.

sense of security.
The sleep of a laborer is sweet, 

whether he eats little or much, but 
the abundance of a rich man permits 
him no sleep. (NIV)

The author does not ask the logi-
cal question, “Which of the two men 
is better off?” It is not a question of 
one man being physically tired from 
physical labor, while another man 
cannot sleep because he is too well-
rested from a life of leisure. The rich 
man may work equally hard or he may 
spend hours strenuously exercising in 
a private gym that boasts every piece 
of modern equipment. The rich man 
cannot sleep because wealth consumes 
him to the place where he cannot en-
joy life. The sleep that is sweet to the 
laborer is not something the rich man 
can buy, no matter how much he is 
willing to spend. The laborer does not 
lie awake worrying that he might dig 
a hole too deep or commit some other 
mistake; but the rich man tosses and 
turns in his bed while he repeatedly 
reviews the vital decisions he must 
make tomorrow, where just one mis-
take can destroy him.

The Seeker now looks at another 
aspect of the vanity of wealth. He 
describes the fl eeting nature of riches 
and the effect upon a person who 
gains and loses a great amount of 
wealth.

I have seen a grievous evil under 
the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm 
of its owner, or wealth lost through 
some misfortune, so that when he 
has a son there is nothing left for 
him. Naked a man comes from his 
mother’s womb, and as he comes, so 
he departs. He takes nothing from 
his labor that he can carry in his 
hand. This too is a grievous evil: 
As a man comes, so he departs, and 
what does he gain, since he toils 
for the wind? All his days he eats 
in darkness, with great frustration, 
affl iction and anger. (Eccl. 5:13-17, 

Reisinger–Cont. on page 6 

Reisinger—Cont. from page 2
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But when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is in part shall 
be done away (Cor 13:10). 

There are certain laws or prin-
ciples which the Lord has set in mo-
tion in the earth which govern the 
actions of men and events. The law 
(principle) of gravity, for instance, 
immediately comes to mind. What 
goes up must come down is a simple 
way to put it. There are laws of phys-
ics and mathematics which cannot be 
circumvented or overturned by men 
regardless of how brilliant they may 
become. Having said that, some make 
the mistake of believing that God is 
somehow bound by principles outside 
of his own self and purpose. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. “Our 
God is in the heavens: He hath done 
whatsoever he hath pleased” (Psalms 
115:3). The most common error in this 
regard has to do with his dealing with 
the wills of men. Many are under the 
impression that man has a “free will” 
over which God has no power and 
must stand idly by wringing his hands 
just hoping men will do what he wants 
them to do. While it is true that men 
are responsible for their actions and 
always do what they want to do, we 
must also understand that God is sov-
ereign even over the will of the crea-
ture. “Thy people shall be willing in 
the day of thy power” (Ps.110:3). “For 
it is God which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure” 
(Phil 2:13). The scriptures reveal that 
God is merciful (cf. Deut.4:31), yet 
he says that he will show mercy to 
whom he desires to show mercy, and 
others he will harden (cf. Rom.9:18). 
The same one who the scripture says 
“is love” (cf. I John 4:16) says that 
he hated Esau and all the workers 
of iniquity (cf. Rom.9:13; Ps.5:5). 
While there is not and cannot be any 

law which can govern the Lord, yet 
he is often willing to operate, in his 
dealings with the creation, within the 
parameters which he sets forth for his 
creation. This very thing can be seen 
with regard to what I call the principle 
of perfection. It is actually a very 
simple concept that we face in every-
day life as well as something which 
is revealed in the scriptures. Simply 
put, that which is complete always 
replaces that which is in part. A man 
may love his wife or sweetheart with a 
great love, and if he is separated from 
her, her letters and her pictures are 
very near and dear to his heart. But 
when they are reunited, those letters 
and pictures lose their value when he 
can hold her in his arms. A man’s pay-
check is a very valuable item when he 
is on the way to the bank, but when it 
has been cashed 
and he holds the 
money  in his 
hand then the 
check is of no 
concern, for it has 
served its pur-
pose, that which 
is perfect is 
come. Paul spoke 
of this principle 
in the passage 
of scripture we 
began with, say-
ing that all that 
we know and say in the present hour 
is partial, for we see through a glass 
darkly, but one day we shall see the 
Lord face to face, and then all of those 
things we could not fully understand 
now we will see then (cf. I Cor.13:9-
12). Although we have not yet arrived 
at a place of perfection, we have been 
brought out of darkness into the light, 
and there are some things which we 
can see quite clearly; some things 

which were in part we now see with 
fuller understanding. The central 
truth which has been revealed to 
us in the gospel is that Christ is the 
fulfi llment of the law and that there 
is no reason to go back to that law 
which was written in tables of stone. 
That law was only temporary (cf. 
Gal.3:24, 25) and not intended to 
bring any sort of perfection to God’s 
children. That Christ is the fulfi ll-
ment (end or completed purpose) of 
the law is seen in the fact that:

HE obeyed the law in every 
jot and tittle for us and satisfi ed 
the requirement of obedience in 
our behalf. “By the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous” 
(Rom. 5:19). There is nothing we can 
add or—thank God—nothing we can 
take from, the perfect obedience of 
our Lord in our behalf. Since that is 
true; then how can the law minister 
any help to us except to remind us of 
our imperfection (cf. Heb.5:8)?

HE took away the condemna-
tion of the law be-
ing condemned for 
us. “There is there-
fore now no con-
demnation to them 
which are in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom.8:1). 
What then can the 
law do but condemn 
us? That which is 
in part can not add 
to perfection (cf. 
Gal.3:13).

HE was the 
lamb which was 

slain for sinners. The law required 
a blood sacrifi ce. Jesus Christ was 
that one blood sacrifi ce that has 
forever satisfi ed the law’s demand. 
“For the law made nothing perfect, 
but the bringing in of a better hope 
did; by the which we draw nigh unto 
God” (Heb 7:19). “But Christ being 
come an high priest of good things to 

THE PRINCIPLE OF 
PERFECTION

Mike McInnis

McInnis—Cont. on page 8
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NIV).

Michael Eaton catches the true 
sense of these verses in his summary, 
“Wealth  loved and lost (5:13-17).” 

We now pass to those who have 
had wealth and lost it. First the tale 
is presented; we see wealth acquired 
(13) and lost (14a), and man’s in-
ability to pass anything on (14b) or 
take anything with him (15). Then 
follows a grim view of the life of the 
one who loved and lost his wealth 
(16ff). 6 

The Seeker’s grief is not only an 
evil; it is a “grievous” evil. It is pain-
ful or sickening (verse 13).

I have seen a grievous evil under 
the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm 
of its owner…

Hoarded wealth helps no one, 
and it causes great harm to its owner. 
Not only does his greedy heart pre-
vent him from enjoying his wealth 
himself; it also prohibits him from 
experiencing the great opportunity 
to be a source of blessing to 
others. During the greedy 
man’s lifetime, his wealth 
did not help him in any 
eternal sense, and in eter-
nity, his greed will harm 
him; it will be the just 
grounds for pun-
ishment from God. 
Sometimes, but not 
always, the ungodly lose all even in 
this lifetime. Such is the case in verse 
14.

… or wealth lost through some 
misfortune, so that when he has a 
son there is nothing left for him.

The introduction of a son with no 
inheritance compounds the tragedy 
of lost wealth. The Teacher does not 
tell us whether the misfortune was the 
man’s own fault or if events beyond 
his control caused it. Perhaps he de-
stroyed his health from immoral living 
or from excessive work. Perhaps the 

6   Eaton, 103.

misfortune was of a different nature 
and came from outside sources. The 
automobile business, overnight, put 
the buggy makers out of business. Ad-
vances in computers and digital equip-
ment in many fi elds have made things 
such as photographic fi lm almost ob-
solete. The Seeker’s point is the same, 
regardless of whether the loss is from 
a trip to Las Vegas, investment in pho-
ny stocks, or a terrorist attack. Neither 
hoarded wealth nor lost wealth mat-
ters when we die.

Naked a man comes from his 
mother’s womb, and as he comes, so 
he departs. He takes nothing from 
his labor that he can carry in his 
hand.

Many people misquote verse 15. 
The verse does not say that we take 
nothing with us when we die. It says 
that we take nothing in our hand. 
We take nothing tangible that we can 
hold in our hands: there is no mate-
rial possession that I may clutch and 
say, “This is mine.” However, we all 
take intangible things with us into 
eternity. A person’s character, his or 
her conscience, and the record of his 
or her life go into eternity with a per-

son. Neither death nor eternity has 
the power to change a 
person’s life or char-
acter. Death merely 

confi rms for all 
eternity the truth 

about us. Revelation 
22:11-12 is clear on that point. “Let 
him who does wrong continue to do 
wrong; let him who is vile continue to 
be vile; let him who does right con-
tinue to do right; and let him who is 
holy continue to be holy. Behold, I am 
coming soon! My reward is with me, 
and I will give to everyone according 
to what he has done.” Those who give 
their hearts to wealth as their God will 
discover their nakedness in the sight 
of the true and living God. A person’s 
greed will be an eternal noose around 
his or her neck.

This too is a grievous evil: As a 

man comes, so he departs, and what 
does he gain, since he toils for the 
wind? 

One thing is sure. Nobody, and that 
really means nobody, leaves the world 
a dime richer than when he or she en-
tered it. So why beat your brains out 
living for riches? What profi t or fi nal 
advantage is there? At the end of your 
life, you have gained nothing from it. 
Add to that futility grief, pain, sorrow, 
anger, and sickness, which no amount 
of wealth can keep you from experi-
encing. That which keeps you from 
enjoying all that you own is the failure 
to see them as gifts from God. You 
can fi nd neither delight nor satisfac-
tion in God’s gifts while rejecting the 
giver of the gifts. Looking for content-
ment in things is as futile as chasing 
the wind. You will exit this world just 
as you entered it. Eaton comments:

The Hebrew for “as,” or “just 
as,” in verse 16 is emphatic and 
may be translated “quite exactly as.” 
What a man has in his hand at birth 
signifi es what capital he brought 
with him  nothing. What he may 
take with him when he leaves ex-
actly corresponds. His accumulation 
was futile. 7 

Verse 17 details the price tag that 
accompanies greed.

All his days also he eateth in 
darkness, and he hath much sorrow 
and wrath with his sickness. (KJV)

Darkness symbolizes misery. Pre-
occupation with wealth inevitably 
leads to a gloomy outlook on life. We 
may eat a delicious meal in beautiful 
surroundings, but if our heart is not 
happy, we cannot enjoy the experi-
ence. Sickness points to the results of 
physical strain and the natural results 
of stress. This sickness probably 
grows out of the emotional strain of 
constant discontent. Sorrow, or vexa-
tion, refers to the cares, anxieties, and 
frustrations that constantly tear at 
mind and heart. Wrath describes rage 

7   Ibid., 103.
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Ye have heard that it hath been 
said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, 
and hate thine enemy. But I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute 
you; That ye may be the children of 
your Father.... (Matt 5:43-45 KJV)

And fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell. (Matt 10:28 KJV)

Then said Jesus to those Jews 
which believed on him, If ye con-
tinue in my word, then are ye my dis-
ciples indeed; And ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you 
free. (John 8:31&32 KJV)

But to us there is but one God, 
the Father, of whom are all things, 
and we in him; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and 
we by him. (1 Cor. 8:6 KJV)

Review of the Problem 

Must a free and open democratic 
government provide an impartial bal-
ance of respect for all religions? Is a 
war against Muslim terrorists another 
Crusade? How is it the same or differ-
ent from the historic Crusades?

Modern History of Islam

The Second Great Jihad started 
when the Ottoman Sultan was estab-
lished as the Caliph, the secular and 
religious leader, of Islam. This oc-
curred after the Ottomans captured 
Constantinople, the last remnant of the 
Byzantine Empire, in 1453. Constan-
tinople then became the center of the 
Ottoman Empire. This empire reached 
into southeast Europe, the entire 
Middle East, and the northern coasts 
of Africa. During this period, the 

infamous Barberry pirates sailed the 
seas and captured the sailing vessels 
of western nations. The four Barberry 
states of Morocco, Tunis, Tripoli, and 
Algiers formed a hotbed of piracy dur-
ing the Crusades; they continued to do 
so into the nineteenth century. They 
thrived not only by plundering goods 
from sailing vessels, but also by ex-
acting a tribute that permitted ransom-
protected vessels to enjoy free sailing. 
Giles Milton’s book White Gold: The 
Extraordinary Story of Thomas Pel-
low and Islam’s One Million White 
Slaves describes the evil character of 
the early eighteenth-century corsairs, 
and relates how they captured and 
tortured white Christian sailors and 
used them as slaves. The United States 
responded to this piracy in 1805 by 
sending Marines into Tripoli to quell 
the terrorizing sea robbers, hence the 
line in the Marine Hymn, “From the 
shores of Tripoli.” 

Events during World War I has-
tened the collapse of the Ottoman 
Empire. Bosnia is all that remains of 
the European segment of the Ottoman 
Empire. The Allies captured much of 
the empire’s European territory, which 
threw the empire into disarray and 
resulted in a 1919 movement to estab-
lish a new nation, which was declared 
the Republic of Turkey on 29 October 
1923. Many of the Nationalists and 
transitional leaders were former lead-
ers in the Ottoman Empire. One of the 
little known tragedies of the move to-
wards independence was the destruc-
tion of Smyrna. Mr. George Horton, 
the U.S. Consul in Smyrna, wrote 
one of the more interesting accounts, 
The Blight of Asia. He provided an 
eyewitness account of the events that 
led to the burning of the city by the 
Muslims. Nationalist leader Ataturk 

(Mustapha) Kemal, a former high of-
fi cer in the Ottoman Empire, brought 
about the destruction and the resul-
tant deaths of hundreds of thousands 
Armenian and Greek citizens. Henry 
Morganthau, American Ambassador 
to Constantinople from 1913 to 1916, 
had written a book, warning the Unit-
ed States of the Turkish terror. Sadly, 
during the destruction of Smyrna, 
a fl otilla of twenty-seven warships, 
including three United States destroy-
ers, looked on and offered the victims 
no assistance. It has been suggested 
that the reason the western powers 
stood by throughout this ordeal was 
that they were more concerned about 
their oil and trade interests with Tur-
key than they were with the victims. 
Modern history books carry very little 
information about this subject area. 
Recently, members of the United 
States Congress have called upon the 
President to recognize the genocide. 

Development of Islamic Reform

During the period of the Ottoman 
Empire, Wahhabism, a retroversion of 
Islam, emerged through a series of Is-
lam teachings that hearkened back to 
original texts. Its founder, Abdul Wah-
hab (1703-1792), promoted open hos-
tility against ‘modernist’ Muslim life-
styles that he considered too worldly. 
Wahhab was born in Nejd, the section 
of Arabia where Riyadh is today. He 
became concerned about many con-
temporary practices of Muslims that 
he believed negated the rigidity of the 
Quran and declared that the true faith 
must have uniformity, simplicity, and 
freedom from idolatry and all other 
unsavory social practices. 

This radical and fundamental sect 
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come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that 
is to say, not of this building; neither 
by the blood of goats and calves, but 
by his own blood he entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us” (Heb 9:11-
12). This is exactly why we reject the 
notion that God will have the temple 
rebuilt and blood sacrifi ces reinsti-
tuted in some earthly future kingdom. 
God does not reinstitute types and 
foreshadows in the place of reality. A 
perfect sacrifi ce has been already of-
fered.

All prophecy has its fulfi llment 
in him. We do not know all of the 
events which will yet unfold prior to 
the last judgment nor do we 
think they can 
neces- sarily be 

discerned 
by 

study-
ing the 
scripture, 
but we are certain that 
all prophecy has been fulfi lled in 
Jesus Christ. We are not looking for 
another Savior. We are not waiting 
for a future kingdom for we know 
that he rules and reigns in the earth at 
the present time. We are not waiting 
for the Jews to be manifested as his 
“chosen people”; for he has already 
revealed that his people are those who 
are circumcised in the heart—not the 
fl esh. There may yet be a revival and 
calling out of many of those who are 
of earthly Israel. But if so they shall 
be manifested as part of that remnant 
which has belonged to the Lord since 
the foundation of the world—the 
church of God, his elect, predesti-
nated heirs of grace. (cf. Mat.25:34; 
Rom.9:27; 11:5; Eph. 1:4; 5:27; II 
Tim.1:9).  Ω

McInnis—Cont. from page 5

has produced some of the world’s 
most feared ideologists and practi-
tioners of a virulent form of Islam. 
The movement has eliminated many 
of the formal trappings of Islam: it 
has restricted prayers to the name 
of Allah alone; it has allowed only 
plain mosques with no decorations 
or minarets; and it has destroyed 
graveyards and eradicated religious 
symbols and practices that would lead 
to veneration of former leaders or of 
even their own selves. Their preferred 
lifestyle results in a harsh regime for 
its adherents; it is equally as harsh 
and punitive for those outsiders who 
transgress. Death is the prescribed 
punishment for drinking wine or com-
mitting sexual transgressions. Dress is 
to be plain and uniform. Wahhabism 
is to the Muslim faith what hyper-Cal-
vinism is to Evangelical Christianity. 
The United States supported the Wah-
hab sect in Afghanistan in their fi ght 
against Russia. At that time, the fi ght-
ers were called the Mujaheddin. When 
I was in the Pentagon, I entertained 
some of the Mujaheddin in my offi ce. 
We were supporting them because 
they were fi ghting our enemy. After 
Russia pulled out, the Mujaheddin 
transformed that country and changed 
their name to the Taliban. During the 
beginning of the Saudi Empire, Wah-
habism was established as the offi cial 
religion. Today, it has expanded to be-
come the offi cial theology of the Gulf 
States.

As the centerpiece for Wahhabism, 
Saudi Arabia has become the focal 
point for its proliferation through out 
the world. The Saudi rulers found it 
advantageous to appease radical Mus-
lim clerics in exchange for the protec-
tion of their ruling status, since their 
own lifestyle excesses of gambling, 
womanizing, and alcoholic consump-
tion offend Islamic law. Saudi sup-
port has allowed this sect to become 
imbedded in virtually every major 
nation around the globe. Through the 

Saudi-sponsored Wahhabi movement, 
the criteria for becoming a better Mus-
lim is to become a better Arab. Even 
though most Muslims are not of Ara-
bic descent, they must study the holy 
books and pray in the Arabic language 
to be a good Muslim, This is unlike 
the Christian religion, whose practitio-
ners can study their Holy Scripture in 
their native language.

The confl ation of Islam with Ara-
bic identity forces Muslims to adapt 
to the Arabic desert culture and ig-
nore the progressive technological 
advancements of the twenty-fi rst cen-
tury. Saudi Arabia is also the world’s 
proponent for Islamic law, Shari’a, 
which is a throwback to the seventh 
century and is antithetical to democ-
racy or any of the legal codes, educa-
tional systems, or humane treatment 
programs practiced by modern demo-
cratic societies. Even when a moder-
ate Muslim country, such as Kuwait, 
adopts a constitution that provides for 
women’s rights and other temperate 
policies, citizens rarely exercise those 
rights because radical clerics control 
the culture by overruling the constitu-
tion. Muslims in America must model 
the role of women in their community, 
religion, and family after the Arabic 
culture, and not adopt the role that 
America has fashioned for women. 

The fi rst Muslim mosque in the 
United States was built in Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa shortly after the turn of the 
century. That is also the location of 
the fi rst exclusively Muslim burial 
ground. The fi rst mosque in Canada 
was constructed in Edmonton, Alberta 
in 1938. Since that time, the Muslims 
have established over twelve-hundred 
main mosques in the United States. 
The great infl ux of Muslims into the 
United States has occurred in the 
last quarter of the twentieth century. 
Through educational programs and 
other policies, Muslims from through-
out the world, the majority of whom 
are not of Arabic descent, entered 
the United States. The immigrants 
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established their own ethnic-based 
mosques, which were relatively disas-
sociated with each other. To respond 
to this fragmentation, Saudi Arabia 
founded several organizations to 
foster unity and harmony within the 
American-Muslim community. 

Saudi Arabia created CAIR, Coun-
cil on American-Islamic Relations, to 
unify and centralize control among the 
diverse mosques and Muslim sects by 
using Wahhabism as the core teaching 
system for beliefs. Through CAIR, 
Saudi Arabia directly controls over 
twenty percent of the mosques in the 
United States. It is believed that about 
eighty percent of all mosques are 
under the control of Wahhabi leader-
ship. Saudi control, through Wahhabi 
religious teachings, extends to Saudi 
approval of the Muslim chaplains in 
the military and the chaplains in state 
and federal prisons. It includes the 
establishment of numerous academies 
for indoctrinating Muslim children 
in the United States. Muslim military 
chaplains have been the focus of in-
formation leaks regarding prisoner 
treatments and other issues that have 
proven to be detrimental to the United 
States. When we permit Saudi Arabia 
to dictate the criteria for such infl uen-
tial positions, we must face the conse-
quence of American Muslim leaders 
whose loyalty and patriotism is to a 
radical foreign ideology that trains 
and encourages its followers in acts 
of terrorism against the United States 
and the Christian world. 

Not only does CAIR play a ma-
jor role in developing mosque and 
chaplain teachings, they are also the 
primary Muslim interface with the 
media. They control both the content 
and the slant of information made 
available to the citizens of the United 
States through main-line media who 
consistently show a tendency to be 
non-pro-American, who are willing to 
fi nd reasons to excuse terrorist activi-
ties, and who are loudly critical of 
lesser sins committed by American 

personnel. 

Another Saudi program to infl u-
ence America’s perception of Islam 
is the funding of academic chairs at 
many major universities. Examples of 
such chairs are: The King Abdulaziz 
Chair for Islamic Studies at the Uni-
versity of California in Santa Barbara; 
The King Fahd Chair for Islamic 
Shariah Studies at Harvard University 
Law School; The Sultan bin Abdulaziz 
Al-Saud Program in Arab and Islamic 
Studies at UC Berkeley; and The Bakr 
M. Binladin Visiting Scholar Fund at 
Harvard Law School, funded by Osa-
ma Bin Ladin’s brother. Many of the 
people that preside over these chairs 
have a history of being apologists for 
Islam. The alumni and benefactors of 
those universities must bring pressure 
to insure that these academic endeav-
ors are in the best interest of the Unit-
ed States. Muslim infl uence in Ameri-
can universities extends to the student 
body as well as to the faculty. Young 
people from Islamic countries consti-
tute the largest group of international 
students in North America. Some of 
these students remain illegally in the 
United States after their student visas 
expire, and some of them become ter-
rorists. 

The Third Jihad

During the 1970s, the United 
States encouraged the Shah of Iran to 
lead his country through a transition to 
westernize. The radical Muslin move-
ment seized this opportunity to initi-
ate the “Third Jihad” by toppling his 
regime. This action opened the door 
for a series of anti-American activities 
and gave the terrorists a home base. 
Access to Iran’s oil wealth allowed 
them to begin their next phase of op-
erations. President Carter’s reluctance 
to maintain a strong military, capable 
of supporting national policy on a 
global scale, provided the terrorists 
with an incentive to tamper with what 
they perceived to be a paper tiger. 
The failed military mission to free the 
hostages taken when the American 

Embassy fell in Tehran heightened 
this perception. His attempt to mount 
an Israeli-type commando raid to free 
the hostages ended in a fatal military 
disaster in the desert and a larger di-
saster in the arena of anti-terrorism. 
It proved that the United States was 
not capable of using military force to 
resolve a terrorist action. At that time, 
the administration was in the process 
of radically downsizing the military. 
We were withdrawing forces from 
Korea and taking a soft line against 
guerilla activities in Central America. 
The combination of our force reduc-
tion and the success of radical Muslim 
insurrections fueled the terrorists’ ef-
forts at global domination. 

Some of their initial actions tar-
geted regimes in Muslim countries 
with secular governments. Wahhabism 
demanded that all Muslims rigorously 
follow its interpretation of the Quran, 
or they could not be faithful to Islam. 
The fi rst goal of the Third Jihad led to 
several failed assassination attempts 
on leaders such as Mubarak of Egypt, 
Hussein in Jordan, and Musharraf in 
Pakistan. It also brought fear to other 
countries that had a Muslim majority 
and secular leadership. Those nations 
feared that the fundamentalists would 
push to replace secular leadership 
with an Afghanistan-Taliban type of 
government. This brought serious con-
cerns to nations such as Sudan, Libya, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Algeria, Yemen, 
Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Tunisia, Malaysia, 
and ultimately, Israel. 

Since then, ongoing terrorist 
threats in most of these nations rein-
force demands to adhere to Wahhabi 
tenets. Both Sudan and Algeria have 
looked the other way as their Muslim 
government troops have persecuted 
their Christian populations. Egypt, 
Turkey, Indonesia, and Pakistan have 
experienced terrorist attacks against 
their general populations. Terrorist 
operations in Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 
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over thwarted ambitions and schemes. 
The physical cost of greed is amazing. 
The spiritual cost is beyond descrip-
tion.

In verses 18-20, the Seeker re-
minds us of the only cure for greed.

Then I realized that it is good 
and proper for a man to eat and 
drink, and to fi nd satisfaction in his 
toilsome labor under the sun during 
the few days of life God has given 
him – for this is his lot. Moreover, 
when God gives any man wealth 
and possessions, and enables him 
to enjoy them, to accept his lot and 
be happy in his work – this is a gift 
of God. He seldom refl ects on the 
days of his life, because God keeps 
him occupied with gladness of heart. 
(NIV)

As he looks at the bitterness of life, 
the Seeker recalls the only remedy for 
it. “Then I realized” could be writ-
ten, “I realized again” or “I was again 
reminded.” The Seeker always returns 
to the same basic truth. Apart from 
knowledge of God and his Word, life 
is meaningless.

Whatever he may call the path 
which he walks, no unconverted per-
son has yet succeeded in taking him-
self off the path of futility. Even the 
richest among them is bankrupt. How 
very different is the person who lives 
for God! These words of the Seeker, 
written from a spiritual point of view, 
most powerfully underline the con-
trast.

He does not view the blessings 
that he enjoys as merely the earned 
rewards for his labor  but as gifts 
from the hand of a sovereign God. 
Food, drink, all good things, life, 
riches, wealth, our various faculties, 
the power to rejoice, gladness of heart 
 all these things come from God’s 
hand. The godly person reasons that 
God has given him these things that 
he might enjoy them, and he is able to 
do so because he sees all as symbols 
and pledges of God’s favor (18-19).

No doubt the believer, like other 
men and women, has his fair share of 
diffi culties. But he does not get totally 
absorbed by them, because he has 
other things to think about. 8 

The ESV introduces verse 18 with 
the word behold. “Behold, what I 
have seen to be good and fi tting is to 
eat and drink and fi nd enjoyment in 
all the toil with which one toils under 
the sun the few days of his life that 
God has given him, for this is his lot.” 
With the word 
behold, the Seeker 
invites his readers 
to review the evi-
dence and arrive 
at his conclusion: 
there is another 
life besides mere-
ly under the sun. 
The Seeker uses 
the expression “to 
eat and drink” as a 
symbol of a con-
tented and happy 
life. The Apostle Paul echoes this sen-
timent in his words to Timothy:

But godliness with contentment is 
great gain. (1 Tim 6:6, NIV)

Many people, including many 
Christians, do not see the tight link be-
tween over the sun and contentment. 
You cannot be a truly godly person 
without having the joy of the Lord’s 
presence. True godliness and discon-
tentment cannot co-exist in the same 
heart any more than true contentment 
can be found apart from godliness. 
Our society is convinced that they will 
fi nd contentment in things.

Man must get enjoyment, not 
possessions. And that capacity to 
enjoy, no matter how great or small, 
is a gift from God. It is much better 
to receive wealth as a gift from God, 
along with the God-given ability to 
enjoy it, than to see wealth as an end 

8 Stuart Olyott, Welwyn Commentary 
Series: Ecclesiastes, A Life Worth 
Living (Hertfordshire, England: 
Evangelical Press, 1983), 40.

in itself. 9 

A. W.. Tozer said, “You can own 
fi ve cars, just so none of them owns 
you.”

For secular humanity, life is drudg-
ery, but not so for the children of God. 
Our life is not a series of meaning-
less events, but is the working out 
of a plan and a purpose that God has 
ordained for us. We sing with under-
standing and feeling:

What ever my lot,
 Thou hast taught me 
say,
“It is well, it is well
 With my soul.”

We must be careful 
not to have an unbalanced 
view of wealth. Our Lord 
taught us that riches can, 
but not necessarily must or 
will, shut us out of heaven 
(Matthew 19:23), and Paul 
said “the love of riches 
has drowned some men in 

destruction and perdition” (1 Timothy 
6:9,10). Paul also said, “God gives us 
richly all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 
6:17). Is God sending mixed signals 
about riches? Bridges comments:

The Seeker gives the true bal-
ance. Wealth is not essentially evil. 
The evil is in their abuse  as we 
have said  in their love, not in their 
possession. The true difference is not 
in the gift, but the power to use it  
to eat thereof. The gift may belong to 
the ungodly. The power is the exclu-
sive privilege of the Christian. He ‘is 
not the slave of his worldly goods, 
but truly the master of them.’ 10 

Bridges describes the life of fel-
lowship with God that a Christian 
enjoys, and contrasts that with the out-
look of the lost man:

9   Walter C. Kaiser Jr., Ecclesiastes, 
Everyman’s Bible Commentary 
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1979), 77

10   Charles Bridges, Ecclesiastes, A 
Geneva Series Commentary (Carlisle, 
PA: Banner of Truth, 1961), 121
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burns with fi re and brimstone, which 
is the second death.” (Rev. 21:8)

“The master of that servant 
will come on a day when he is not 
looking for him, and at an hour 
when he is not aware, and will cut 
him in two and appoint him his 
portion with the unbelievers.” (Luke 
12:46)

“Beware, brethren, lest there 
be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief in departing from the living 
God.” (Heb. 3:12)

“… he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” (John 3:18)

“… he who does not believe the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abides on him.” (John 3:36)

Whatever you do to try to gain 
God’s attention or favor will be of 
no avail apart from repentance and 
faith, “ for whatever is not from 
faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23b). 

Does unbelieving prayer glorify 
God?

Does unbelieving reading the Bible 
glorify God?

Does unbelieving at-
tending church glorify 

God?

Does unbelieving 
singing glorify God?

No – without faith 
it is impossible to please 

him (Heb. 11:6). Those in 
the fl esh cannot please God 

(Rom. 8:8).

The most important aspect of faith 
is its object; faith itself has no virtue 
or merit. This is a vital distinction. 
If believing that God tells the truth 
and feeling sorry for sin were all that 
God required from sinners in order 
to forgive their sin, the Son would 
never have had to become a human 
being and die in the place of sinners. 

ple who get what they deserve, even 
while they recognize that those people 
have willingly made the choices that 
lead to eternal suffering. If you are 
a genuine believer, you should have 
the kind of compassion on others that 
Jesus had on you—you who had no 
excuse. You chose to sin; you chose 
to fulfi ll the desires of your fl esh and 
of your mind. Or do you simply view 
yourself as a victim of ignorance and 
circumstance? No, we who are born 
again know what we deserved. We 
remember that we were wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked. We 
cannot excuse sinners on the grounds 
that they do not know any better; nei-
ther can we arrogantly cast aside pity 
toward sinners because “they made 
their bed and now they have to lie in 
it.” Neither attitude refl ects the kind of 
compassion Jesus had toward us.

The Scripture does not excuse the 
guilt of those who do not believe; it 
establishes their guilt. Where do the 
New Testament preachers tell sinners 
to pray to God so that he might give 
them faith? Or where do they tell sin-
ners to “keep reading the Word and 
wait—hoping that God might open 
your heart and enlighten 
your eyes”? Where do 
they exhort unbelievers 
to “keep on with your 
praying and attending 
church and wait for 
God to call you or 
grant you life”? 

Or do they call for 
immediate faith and re-
pentance?

Do the evangelists and teachers of 
the New Testament charge God with 
the unbelief of sinners? Whom do 
they blame for not believing? Whom 
do they blame for not repenting? Who 
is responsible for not believing and 
not repenting: so responsible they de-
serve the pit of hell?

“But the … unbelieving … shall 
have their part in the lake which 

James declares, “Let no one say 
when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by 
God’; for God cannot be tempted by 
evil, nor does he Himself tempt any-
one” (James 1:13). Unbelief is evil. 
James continues:

But each one is tempted when he 
is drawn away by his own desires 
and enticed. Then when desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 
sin, when it is full-grown, brings 
forth death. Do not be deceived, my 
beloved brethren. Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, 
and comes down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no varia-
tion or shadow of turning. Of His 
own will He brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we might be a 
kind of fi rstfruits of His creatures. So 
then, my beloved brethren, let every 
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath; for the wrath of man 
does not produce the righteousness 
of God. Therefore lay aside all fi lthi-
ness and overfl ow of wickedness, 
and receive with meekness the im-
planted word, which is able to save 
your souls. But be doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. (James 1:14-22) 

Receive the word of the gospel 
with meekness. However, do not just 
hear it—obey it. Do what it says. Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Faith comes by hearing and hear-
ing by the word of God—yet hearing 
the testimony of God concerning his 
Son is not enough. You must believe 
it. In repentance, yield to the conquer-
ing Son of God—the Lord of glory—
the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world.

If you do not believe, you are 
guilty and God will judge you as such. 
You cannot use the doctrine of elec-
tion or any other excuse to get out 
from under your guilt. “You, O man, 
are without excuse.”

Do not confuse pity for a victim 
with compassion for a sinner. Com-
passionate believers feel sorry for peo-
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Forgiveness rests on the fact of pay-
ment for sin. The substitutionary work 
of Christ is the ground on which God 
forgives sinners; faith is the vehicle by 
which sinners access that forgiveness. 

Faith is not a work. It is ceasing 
from work. Unlike many who focus 
on what kind of faith they must have, 
the Scripture is not occupied with de-
scriptions of the right kind of believ-
ing. Scripture points us, not to what 
we must do in order to believe, but to 
what Christ has done. It proclaims the 
person and work of him who is Lord 
and Savior. When people puzzle over 
the right way of believing or repent-
ing, they demonstrate a self-righteous 
perspective. Their thoughts proceed 
from an evil heart of unbelief; they 
are occupied with what they have 
yet to do to connect to Christ’s work, 
instead of being occupied with Jesus 
Christ and what he has done. This 
would be similar to an Israelite bring-
ing the lamb for the sacrifi ce and puz-
zling over the right mode of laying 
his hands on the head of the sacrifi ce. 
What if he would not take the lamb 
to the priest because he was not sure 
how to lay his hands correctly, or in 
the proper direction, or with adequate 
pressure? Would you not say, “It is 
about the lamb—the blood of the 
lamb. Just touch the lamb. It dies 
instead of you.”

The fi re consumes the 
lamb instead of consum-
ing you. This pictures 
the wrath of God, spent 
on the Substitute to come. 
This sacrifi ce is not about 
your work or your actions; it is 
about the lamb. The question is 
not “Did you touch the lamb cor-
rectly?” It is instead, “Did you touch 
the correct lamb? Did you touch the 
lamb that God appointed to take away 
sin?”  

Faith is not our savior. Faith was 
not born at Bethlehem and did not die 

on Golgotha for us. It was not faith 
that loved us and gave itself for us—
that bore our sins in its own body on 
the tree. In fact, our faith is not a per-
fect faith. All faith this side of glorifi -
cation is imperfect, and God demands 
perfection. But oh ... an imperfect 
sinner, with imperfect faith, who rests 
in the perfect Savior, is delivered from 
the wrath to come.

Faith can expiate no guilt, can ac-
complish no propitiation, can pay no 
penalty, can wash away no stain, and 
can provide no righteousness. It sim-
ply takes us to the cross—to Christ the 
Lord where there is expiation, propi-
tiation, payment, cleansing, and righ-
teousness. Faith adds nothing to the 
cross. It acknowledges the suffi ciency, 
fullness, and suitability of the glorious 
Lord and his perfect, fi nished work. 
Faith is nothing except as it lays hold 
of Christ, which it does by laying hold 
of the testimony concerning him. “ … 
Faith comes by hearing and hearing 
by the Word of God.” (Rom. 10:17)

Over and over, we have the testi-
mony of the Scriptures:

In John 8:32, Jesus said, “And you 
shall know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free,” and in verse 46, “… 
If I tell you the truth, why do you not 
believe Me?”

We read these bibli-
cal expressions:

“Those that 
know the truth”

“Those that 
obey not the 

truth”

“Belief of the 
truth”

“Acknowledging of the truth”

“The way of truth”

“We are of the truth”

“Sanctify them through Your truth”

Man’s diffi culty in believing has its 
root in self-righteousness. Some peo-

ple approach God with earnest and de-
termined labors, struggling and pray-
ing in hope that God will take pity on 
their efforts. But where has God said 
that he will respond to unbelieving 
earnestness or unbelieving prayers? 
Where has he listed either of those at-
titudes as the means through which he 
will grant faith and repentance?

Do you see that these are deceptive 
self-righteous acts? These are man’s 
self-made ladders to climb out of the 
pit.

God commands all men every-
where to repent. Does he give direc-
tions to them on how to obtain that 
repentance? He commands sinners to 
believe the testimony of his Son. Does 
he give directions to them of some-
thing they must do to induce him to 
give them faith?

God at this very moment says:

“… All day long I have stretched 
out My hands to a disobedient and 
contrary people.” (Rom. 10:21) 

Jesus says, “Come to Me, all you 
who labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take My yoke 
upon you and learn from Me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
fi nd rest for your souls.” (Matt. 11:28-
29)

“…The one who comes to Me, 
I will by no means cast out.” (John 
6:37) 

“How often I wanted to gather 
your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, 
but you were not willing!” (Matt. 
23:37b)

What did the leper fi nd out about 
Jesus in Luke 5:12-13? Jesus told him, 
“I am willing,” and immediately that 
leper believed, for the leprosy left 
him!

“But without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and that 
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with the matter of how Christians with 
differing opinions should get along 
with one another. His discussion on 
Christian liberty takes all of chapter 
14 and some of chapter 15. Liberty 
is clearly an important subject, since 
Paul devotes a full thirty-fi ve verses to 
it. Two things should be learned from 
this emphasis on Christian liberty. 
First, Paul understood that accepting 
others who disagree with us on certain 
issues can be a huge problem within 
the church. Second, he knew that this 
lack of acceptance of fellow Chris-
tians with different views causes great 
divisions within the body of Christ, 
divisions that are very damaging to 
the cause of Christ. 

Thus we take up the subject of get-
ting along with each other when we 
have different opinions and convic-
tions. Are we to demand uniformity 
– that is, demand that every Christian 
think and act alike? Or, are we to fol-
low the principles of Christian liberty 
in our interaction with other believers? 

We will approach the subject 
through a series of Guiding Principles 
that shape the exercise of Christian 
liberty. Of course there are other prin-
ciples in this text, but I believe these 
twelve are necessary to develop unity 
in the face of diversity. Our goal is to 
identify and follow those principles to 
develop the unity among Christians 
that Paul speaks of in Romans 15:5-6. 
Let us enter into this study with open 
hearts and minds so that the Scriptures 
will speak clearly to us. 

First Principle

God accepts all believers with 
their many weaknesses and strengths. 
Therefore, we must also accept them. 

Receive one who is weak in the 
faith, but not to disputes over doubt-
ful things. For one believes he may 
eat all things, but he who is weak 
eats only vegetables. Let not him 
who eats despise him who does not 
eat, and let not him who does not 

eat, judge him who eats; for God has 
received him. Romans 14:1-3

Avoiding Confusion

Accepting others, especially those 
who disagree with us, is diffi cult. Paul 
would not dedicate all these verses to 
the subject if acceptance came easily. 
Confusion, on the other hand, does 
come easily, especially when we do 
not understand, or will not accept, the 
basic guidelines in this chapter. If we 
hope to reach the unity expressed in 
Romans 15:5-6, we must understand 
the parameters of these principles. 

Paul is not encouraging his readers 
to accept those who hold and teach 
wrong doctrine. Paul addresses none 
of his discussion in Romans 14 to dis-
agreements over theology. If theology 
were the focus, the conclusions about 
how to handle our disagreements 
would be easier for us. We already 
have plenty of Scripture (especially 
the strong teaching found in Gala-
tians) to guide us in dealing with those 
who swerve off course theologically. 
Aberrant doctrine is accursed by God, 
and we are indeed to separate from 
such people. John Murray writes:

In Galatians, Paul is dealing with 
the Judaizers who were perverting 
the gospel at its center. They were 
the propagandists of a legalism 
which maintained that the obser-
vance of days and seasons was nec-
essary to justifi cation and acceptance 
with God. This … was “a different 
gospel which is not another.” … In 
Romans 14, there is no evidence 
that those esteeming one day above 
another were involved in any respect 
in this fatal error. They were not 
propagandists for a ceremonialism 
that was aimed at the heart of the 
gospel. Hence Paul’s tolerance and 
restraint.1 

The discussion of Christian liberty 
in Romans 14 deals specifi cally with 
what we may call ideology. It is im-

1   John Murray, The Epistle to the 
Romans, 2 vols in 1 (Grand Rapids: 
Wm. B.. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 1968), 2:172–73.

portant to distinguish between theol-
ogy and ideology. Ideology involves 
convictions – how we personally han-
dle the practical outworking of Chris-
tianity in our lives. In convictions, no 
gospel truth is at stake. It involves the 
“working out of our own salvation 
with fear and trembling” (Philippians 
2:12). 

How we work out our salvation is 
up to us as individual children of God, 
within the framework of not causing 
others to stumble. A Christianity in 
which another person works our sal-
vation out for us is not biblical Chris-
tianity at all. Give a Christian a Bible, 
and with the work of the Holy Spirit, 
he or she will come to the right con-
clusions regarding convictions. When 
placed in a Christian community with 
freedom to work out his salvation, he 
will gain maturity.

The problem that confronted the 
believers in Rome and that confronts 
us so often is that Christians fre-
quently identify ideology as theology. 
Instead of our convictions being per-
sonal expressions of our outworking 
of Christianity, they become perceived 
as doctrinal issues, issues where the 
“truth of the gospel” is at stake. When 
someone holds a different opinion 
from us on these practical issues, we 
tend to charge them with theological 
error. This enables us to claim that it is 
not we with whom they disagree, but 
rather God. 

Having lived through the great 
debates within Fundamentalism and 
Evangelicalism, I still hear the is-
sues ringing in my ears. Early in my 
ministry (1960s), someone preached 
a sermon entitled “Dancing, Drink-
ing, Smoking, Chewing, and Going to 
the Movies!” This sermon, and others 
similar to it, conveyed to the church 
that these are the vital issues of Chris-
tianity, and when we are truly spiritu-
al, we will have the same convictions 
as the pastor about all of the above 
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practices. Oh yes, there were also the 
issues of hair length and beards. 

As one travels through the cultures 
of the world, one fi nds that convic-
tions differ in almost every region, 
possibly as the result of conditions 
faced within a particular culture. 
Sometimes, one fi nds that a particular 
leader has imposed his own convic-
tions on an entire group of Christians. 
Tradition and culture infl uence the de-
velopment of convictions. Issues that 
are important to American Christians 
might seem irrelevant to believers 
in another part of the world, such as 
Central Europe or Africa. 

When Christianity becomes 
so superfi cial that the heart of our 
preaching and the substance of our 
conversation deals with issues such 
as hair length, women’s fashions, or 
music styles in worship, then we have 
succeeded not in twisting the gospel, 
but in ignoring the gospel. Our discus-
sions must rise above bickering over 
these individual convictions and in-
stead return to biblical teaching – not 
to the opinions of men, the traditions 
of the church, or the context of our 
culture. The devil does not care if we 
remain orthodox in our beliefs if he 
can successfully turn our discussion 
away from serious biblical matters. 
Unhappily, the devil has succeeded in 
doing this all too often. 

Accepting Others Who Differ 
With Us

In Romans 14:1, Paul commands, 
“Receive one who is weak in the 
faith, but not to disputes over doubtful 
things.” The words “receive one who 
is weak in the faith” are not merely a 
good suggestion that we may follow if 
we feel like it; rather, they are a com-
mand that we must obey to remain 
biblical in our faith. According to this 
text, we are wrong to reject others 
who disagree with us on these issues, 
and yet we violate this command time 
and again. Ironically, the justifi cation 

offered for ignoring this biblical com-
mand is a desire to remain biblical 
– that is, separate from “heretics.” 

First, people who are weak are 
not heretics, nor are they outside the 
faith. Paul adds the words weak “in 
the faith” to clarify that he is speaking 
about true believers, genuine children 
of God. These weak Christians are 
in union with Christ, have the Holy 
Spirit, and are attempting to live their 
lives in holiness. When a person is 
in union with Christ, they are also in 
co-union with all other Christians as 
expressed in the words, “communion 
of the saints.” Union always leads to 
communion, or it should. If it does 
not, we are in violation of God’s bibli-
cal design. 

Second, our biblical acceptance 
of those who disagree with us is not 
for the purpose of “passing judgment 
on disputable matters,” as the NIV 
translates this verse. Paul is clear on 
this point. What are these “disput-
able matters”? These are not doctrinal 
questions about the core truths of 
Christianity. They are individual con-
victions about the practical ways that 
we live out our Christian faith in our 
daily lives. The temptation to engage 
in these disputes snares some who are 
strong in the faith who may not under-
stand where the weak brother is in his 
spiritual development, or who are not 
satisfi ed with what the Lord has done 
in the weaker brother’s life. 

Strong and Weak Believers 

In the next two verses, Paul fi lls in 
some of the details regarding accept-
ing others in the faith. In verse two, 
he writes that some can eat all things 
and some cannot. The issue of food 
does not bother the strong; it does 
bother the weak. But both are in the 
same church. The church will always 
be fi lled with both weak and strong 
believers. This should be a cause of 
rejoicing, not a cause for division. As 
new believers come into the church, 
they are immature, analogous to kin-

dergartners, just starting school. The 
strong should be the mentors for the 
weak, bringing them to maturity and 
to the position of being able to mentor 
the next group of people coming into 
the church. Lack of acceptance of oth-
ers stops this process in its tracks. 

Verse three contains two com-
mands that are often overlooked: one 
for the strong and one for the weak. 
Paul commands the strong believers to 
accept the weak. Two additional cor-
ollary commands follow: they are not 
to do so in order to dispute with them, 
nor are they to despise them (“Let not 
him who eats despise him who does 
not eat.”). As I understand the word 
despise, it means to “count as noth-
ing, to write off as insignifi cant.” This 
particular temptation plagues strong 
believers. The issues are insignifi cant 
and tend to blur the discussion on 
weightier matters. Strong believers 
see getting bogged down in discus-
sions of eating and drinking as a waste 
of time. Thus, they despise the weak. 
The strong believers tend to think, “I 
do not want to interact with anyone 
who gets hung up on issues that are 
really personal convictions!” 

Paul also commands the weak 
believers not to judge their stronger 
brothers and sisters. Strong believers 
have different convictions from the 
weak, and thus the weaker Christians 
may judge them as worldly or com-
promising. The weak brother tends 
to defi ne issues of personal liberty as 
core theological principles that call for 
biblical separation from those strong 
believers who differ. The weak Chris-
tian judges the strong Christian, some-
times severely, and mistakes strength 
and maturity for worldliness or a lack 
of biblical separation. Weak Christians 
are not innocent by any means in this 
matter of divisions. 

Fundamentalism has tended to 
glorify the weak position, elevating it 
to the level of true biblical Christian-
ity. They have turned the weak posi-
tion into the “strong” position and 
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the strong position into the “weak” 
position. The entire matter of separa-
tion, which originated in response to 
doctrinal heresy, is now based on what 
Paul describes as the weak position. 
The result has been deep divisions 
among Christians. The strong Chris-
tians, constantly judged by the weak, 
often walk away and gather with oth-
ers who are mature and strong. The 
weak then cluster with those of like 
mind to establish a movement that is 
“truly biblical.” These weak brethren 
defi ne themselves and Christianity by 
these relatively inconsequential issues, 
and they bristle like a porcupine when 
confronted with a stronger brother. 
I once attended a military church, in 
Germany, carrying my German Bible. 
The man at the door said to me that 
the next time, I must bring the “real 
Bible” or not come back at all. 

Equally Commanded

Paul gives commands to both 
sides, the weak and the strong, regard-
ing how to get along. Neither side gets 
a pass on these commands. The strong 
are commanded not to despise the 
weak, and the weak are commanded 
not to judge the strong. Follow-
ing these simple biblical commands 
would stop much of the tragic division 
found within biblical Christianity. If 
there is a text that is ignored by many 
Christians, it is this one. We cannot 
heed it and at the same time push for 
our own position and attempt to im-
pose our own views on others. 

This text declares a “hands-off” 
policy for the practical outworking of 
a person’s Christianity in their per-
sonal life. Such an outworking will 
be as varied as the people within the 
church. No two people are the same, 
and thus no two sets of convictions on 
these matters will be the same. “Leave 
the other person alone,” is God’s com-
mand. Pride tells us that our personal 
position is not only right, but is also 
the best approach to biblical Christi-
anity for everyone. God’s Word tells 
us that individual believers will have 

different convictions and still be right 
before the Lord. 

Too many Christians believe that 
they get a pass on these command-
ments. This is especially true of weak 
believers. They think that they can 
stand in judgment on the strong; in 
fact, they sometimes think it is their 
biblical duty to do so. “If we are to 
save Christianity from liberalism, 
we must stop these worldly believers 
now!” they cry. Since these believers 
are weak, they assume that they are 
contending for vital matters, and not 
for disputable ones. Therefore, they 
are exempt and no one should cause 
them to stumble by stating the strong 
position and holding to 
it. Paul had no qualms 
stating the strong posi-
tion, as is evident in 
verse fourteen. 

The argument of 
the chapter is not that 
the weak should be 
left in their weakness, 
but rather that the 
strong should mentor 
the weak to a position 
of strength. Failure to 
do so creates a setting 
where spiritual retar-
dation becomes the 
norm. Too often, this 
is the reality of the church today. Paul 
recognizes this and tells Timothy to be 
strong and to pass on what Paul had 
taught to others who will in turn be 
able to pass it on to even more people 
in the future (2 Tim. 2:1–2). The 
process of “growing up into Christ” 
(Eph. 4) is the norm for the church, 
and to allow believers to remain in the 
spiritual equivalent of kindergarten for 
twenty years is unconscionable. Each 
side should remember and obey the 
commands that apply to them.

First Principle Restated

At the beginning of chapter 14, 
Paul states that we must accept others 
in the faith; at the end of this section, 

he restates the principle that provides 
the reason why we should accept 
others. What is this biblical reason? 
We are to accept others in the faith 
because “God has received him.” This 
statement should end all debate about 
allowing all Christians the liberty to 
work out their own salvation. At the 
heart of all that Paul has said are these 
words, “God has received him.” We 
need to let that sink into our minds 
and hearts. This statement sums up the 
entire matter. 

God himself fully accepts those 
who come to Christ in faith, those 
who are “in the faith.” They are justi-
fi ed by faith and thus have their sins 

forgiven because of the 
shed blood of Christ. 
They are now fi rmly and 
eternally in the family 
of God. What God has 
done, we too must do or 
be found acting contrary 
to the will of God. God 
accepts those in the faith 
with all their variations 
and so must we. We con-
nect the dots in this way: 
“Receive one who is 
weak in the faith … for 
God has received him.” 

When we do not ac-
cept others in the faith, 

we refuse to accept those that God 
accepts. This division is wicked at the 
core. It shows that we think we are 
more holy and discerning than God 
is. In talking about worldliness, let us 
talk about this kind of division. It is 
easy to preach on dancing, drinking, 
smoking, and movies, but how often 
do pastors proclaim from the pulpit 
that divisions among Christians are 
wicked and contrary to the will of 
God? How often have congregations 
ignored such preaching in the heat of 
battle? May God help us to heed these 
words and put them into practice in 
our Christian communities.  Ω



Page 20 November 2005 Issue 122
type of regional infl uence that might 
restrict Muslim goals:

• April 1983 – A truck type of bomb 
drives into the U.S. Embassy in 
Beirut and kills 63 people.

• December 1983 – Another truck 
bomb explodes at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Kuwait.

• September 1984 – Another vehicle 
drives into the gates of the Beirut 
U.S. Embassy.

• April 1985 – A bomb explodes in 
a Madrid restaurant frequented by 
U.S. military.

• August 1985 – A car bomb drives 
into the Rhein-Main Air Base and 
killed 22.

• October 1985 – Muslims hijack 
the Achille Lauro and kill a handi-
capped American tourist.

• April 1986 – Four passengers die 
when TWA Flight 840 is bombed.

• December 1988 – 259 people 
die when Panama Flight 103 is 
bombed over Lockerbie, Scotland.

• January 1993 – Two CIA agents 
are killed at CIA headquarters in 
Langley, Virginia.

• February 1993 – Six people are 
killed during the fi rst bombing at-
tempt on the World Trade Center.

• November 1995 – Seven military 
personnel are killed by a car bomb 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

• June 1996 – A truck bomb de-

Lebanon, Jordan, and Tunisia have 
convinced most of these governments 
that their immediate lives will be more 
comfortable and free from radical in-
trusions if they pay ransom to the ter-
rorist organizations. 

Osama Bin Laden has expressed 
a greater desire to force the Saudi 
government to adopt fundamentalist 
changes than to overthrow the existing 
rulers. Many of these ongoing opera-
tions have similarities to methods used 
during the Crusades and by the Bar-
berry Pirates. Not much has changed. 
Phase one of the Third Jihad included 
a Vietnam-type of warfare with the 
expectation that it would weary the 
American people and precipitate an 
American withdrawal from the area. 
Subsequent phases include gaining 
control of the region’s oil wealth, 
and fi nally, annihilating Israel by any 
means necessary, including the use of 
WMD. The Muslim terrorists prefer 
the United Nations as their east/west 
arbiter rather than the United States 
and its close allies, such as Great Brit-
ain, because of Muslim ability to ma-
nipulate the third-world UN element.

Since the Iranian disaster, the 
United States, and much of the west-
ern world, has suffered a series of at-
tacks, resulting in little if any punitive 
counterattack. A brief recap of major 
terrorist raids on American interests 
reminds us that Muslim terrorism did 
not start on 9/11, but is a continuous 
program to weary the Americans and 
discourage them from maintaining any 

stroys the Khobar Towers in Saudi 
Arabia and kills nineteen.

• August 1998 – Heavy casualties 
occur when the Embassies in Ke-
nya and Tanzania are bombed.

• October 2000 – Seventeen sailors 
are killed when the USS Cole is 
bombed in Aden, Yemen.

• September 2001 – Thousands are 
killed and injured in a series of 
airliner attacks on the World Trade 
Center, and the Pentagon, and a 
crash in Pennsylvania. 

The above list includes only those 
actions taken directly against Ameri-
can interests. It excludes many other 
terrorist actions: the killing of Israeli 
Olympians in Munich, Germany in 
September 1972; the 1973 bombing 
at Rome’s International Airport that 
killed 32; the July 1994 bombing of 
the Buenos Aires Jewish social center 
that killed 86 people; the March 2004 
bombing of the Madrid rail system 
that killed 191 people; or the most re-
cent July 2005 bombings in London.

There is no evidence that Muslim 
terrorism is either abating or chang-
ing its methods or goals. All of the 
published intelligence, social and cul-
tural forecasts, and population trends 
predict increased friction between 
Muslims and the Western and Chris-
tian worlds. The Voice of the Martyrs 
mission agency regularly reports the 
persecution of Christians throughout 
many regions of the world. Students 
of population and cultural trends pre-
dict that Western Europe’s large Mus-

Autio—Cont. from page 9

Dear Brother John,

I am a Baptist pastor in The Woodlands, Texas, and I just wanted to let you know how 
much I appreciate your ministry.  I am brand new to NCT (I just read the book by 
Fred Zaspel and Tom Wells).  I met a pastor friend who is going to loan me some tapes 
of your preaching.

I feel like I have finally found a theological framework that makes sense.  It’s just too 
bad that more hasn’t been written.  Keep up the good work!!

Bro. Curtis
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lim population (currently 23 million 
people, about fi ve percent of the con-
tinent, excluding Turkey) will double 
by 2015 because of immigration and a 
large disparity in the birthrate between 
Muslims and Europeans. The Muslim 
population is unevenly distributed, 
with pockets of concentration: about 
fi fteen percent of the populations of 
Paris and Brussels are Muslim, with 
around ten percent in Amsterdam. The 
same type of situation is present in the 
United States, except the percentages 
are lower and the Muslim population 
is more uniformly integrated into the 
culture. It has been suggested that the 
growing Muslim population in Europe 
could trigger the collapse of the major 
American-European mutual defense 
organization, NATO. As the Anti-
American Muslim European popula-
tion grows, it will achieve political 
infl uence that could be suffi cient to 
deepen some of the fi ssures that al-
ready exist within NATO. 

Fear of the rising Muslim popula-
tion and associated crimes causes 
some factions in countries that have 
traditionally favored liberal immigra-
tion policies, such as the Netherlands, 
to consider tighter controls for future 
immigration. Historically, the move to 
tighten immigration laws and policies 
results in open violence. The recent 
murder of van Gogh in the Nether-
lands, because of his fi lm “Submis-
sion” that depicted violence in Muslim 
societies, triggered generic, non-spe-
cifi c death threats by Islamic militants 
and counter-violence, which resulted 
in the fi rebombing of mosques. As 
their homegrown Muslims acceler-
ate anti-west hate speech, and their 
non-Muslim population reacts with 
violence, Europe may face increasing 
internal Jihads, similar to that which 
occurred in London in July 2005.Ω

He is a rewarder of those who dili-
gently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6). Believe 
“… that he is a rewarder…” i.e., be-
lieve that he is willing!

God recorded his truth in the 
Scriptures. To say that I know he is 
able, but I do not know if he is will-
ing, is not to believe what he has said. 
The gospel is the revelation of his 
willingness to receive sinners. His 
Word is truth.

“But you do not have His word 
abiding in you, because whom He 
sent, Him you do not believe. You 
search the Scriptures, for in them 
you think you have eternal life; and 
these are they which testify of Me. 
But you are not willing to come to 
Me that you may have life. I do not 
receive honor from men. But I know 
you, that you do not have the love of 
God in you” (John 5:38-42).

Does God reveal him-
self as a God abundant in 
mercy? Does he reveal 
himself as a pardon-
ing God of grace—
so willing to save 
sinners that he sent his 
only begotten Son and 
gave him up to death and 
judgment to redeem them? 
Is Jesus Christ revealed to 
us as a compassionate and gracious 
Lord who will receive all who come 
to him? 

What of those who say, “I am will-
ing to be saved. I want to be one of 
his elect, but I do not know if he has 
chosen me. I have been praying that 
he would reveal himself to me and 
give me faith.” Do you hear the self-
righteousness and sinful blasphemy in 
this? The sinner proclaims that he is 
more willing than God is—than Jesus 
is. Is that the testimony of Scripture?

No. They are not willing simply to 
believe in Christ. They do not know 
him and thus they do not love him. 
They view him as a stern and hard 

taskmaster. This is unbelief. This 
is calling God a liar and declaring 
oneself more gracious in heart than 
God is. In fact, those who say this, 
blame God for their own unbelief (i.e., 
“God, I would be in the kingdom, but 
you will not give me faith. It is your 
fault, God, for my condemnation.”). 
They view their unbelieving self as 
a victim – a victim of God and of his 
sovereignty. They think and act even 
as their father Adam did … “It is the 
woman you gave me.” Unbelief is 
pride rearing its ugly head and calling 
God a liar.

Sinner, you know you cannot ex-
cuse your sin. When you stand before 
God, every mouth will be stopped and 
the whole world will be guilty – they 
will not be victims.

Unbelief is not misfortune; it is 
sinful. To steal once is bad, but what 

about continual thievery? 
What guilt there is in even 

one moment’s unbelief, 
let alone continual un-

belief! Let the thought 
of this guilt cut your 
conscience. Tremble 

as you think what it is, 
not for a day or for an 

hour, but for a whole life-
time, to be an unbelieving 

person!

To say, “I cannot believe” is akin 
to saying, “I am so tired that I am 
not able to lie down.” Believing in 
Christ is no work; it is resting in Jesus 
Christ. The issue is that you will not 
believe. What you call your inability, 
God calls your guilt!

What kind of sinful heart refuses 
to repent and believe and then blames 
God – calling him a stern and aus-
tere Master? God commands you to 
believe and to repent. We are saved 
through faith in Christ: not by efforts 
to induce an unwilling God to give us 
faith.

McLellan—Cont. from page 16

McLellan–Cont. on page 23 

In going to In going to 
Christ, we take Christ, we take 

God at his word. God at his word. 
We believe that he We believe that he 

will fulfi ll his word and will fulfi ll his word and 
act according to his act according to his 

character. character. 
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And what of the ungodly? His 
days drag heavily. The remembrance 
is clouded. The road before him, 
dark and wearisome. But what with 
him, who lives in God’s grace? 
God answereth him in the joy of his 
heart by the comfort of his Spirit. 
With him, time fl ies on with angel’s 
wings. The remembrance of the 
days of his life are ‘few and evil’ 
(Genesis 42:9). The glowing antici-
pation melts away the past. For how 
soon will every spring of sorrow 
be dried up forever (Isaiah 35:10)! 
How bright does the eternity of joy 
contrast with the ‘affl iction but for a 
moment’ (2 Cor. 4:17)! ‘Pleasures’ 
ever new are his portion ‘at God’s 
right hand for ever more’ (Psalm 
16:11). 11 

As I prepared this article, I looked 
back over fi fty-fi ve years of minis-
try. I have preached in hundreds of 
churches and met thousands of believ-
ers. I have met some very godly and 
truly contented people who were poor 
and some who were wealthy. I have 
met some who were neither contented 
nor truly godly in the biblical sense, 
some of whom were poor, as well as 
some of whom were wealthy. I have 
no doubt that the wealthy ones who 
were godly would have been just 
as contented if they had been poor. 
Likewise, I am sure the poor ones 
who were not contented would have 
been just as discontented if they had 
won the lottery. It is not what I own, 
but what owns me. That which truly 
defi nes me is my living relationship to 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

To be continued.

11   Ibid., 121.

Reisinger—Cont. from page 10

Noah was a drunkNoah was a drunk

Abraham was too oldAbraham was too old

Isaac was a daydreamerIsaac was a daydreamer

Jacob was a liar Jacob was a liar 

Leah was ugly Leah was ugly 

Joseph was abused Joseph was abused 

Moses had a stuttering problem Moses had a stuttering problem 

Gideon was afraid Gideon was afraid 

Samson had long hair and was a womanizer Samson had long hair and was a womanizer 

Rahab was a prostitute Rahab was a prostitute 

Jeremiah and Timothy were too young Jeremiah and Timothy were too young 

David had an aff air and was a murderer David had an aff air and was a murderer 

Elijah was suicidal Elijah was suicidal 

Isaiah preached naked Isaiah preached naked 

Jonah ran from God Jonah ran from God 

Naomi was a widow Naomi was a widow 

Job went bankrupt Job went bankrupt 

Peter denied Christ Peter denied Christ 

The Disciples fell asleep while praying The Disciples fell asleep while praying 

Martha worried about everything Martha worried about everything 

Mary Magdalene was, well you know Mary Magdalene was, well you know 

The Samaritan woman was divorced, more than once The Samaritan woman was divorced, more than once 

Zaccheus was too small Zaccheus was too small 

Paul was too religious Paul was too religious 

Timothy had an ulcer—AND Timothy had an ulcer—AND 

Lazarus was dead! Lazarus was dead! 

Now! No more excuses!Now! No more excuses!

 God can use you to your full potential. God can use you to your full potential.

Besides you aren’t the message, you Besides you aren’t the message, you 
are just the are just the 
messengermessenger

The next time you feel like GOD 
can’t use you,  just remember...
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In going to Christ, we take God 
at his word. We believe that he will 
fulfi ll his word and act according to 
his character. We base this trust upon 
what he has revealed about himself. 
God commands you to believe, and 
so long as you do not believe, you 
make him a liar. You reject the truth. 
You believe a lie. God commands you 
to believe and not believing is your 
worst sin.

People deceive themselves that 
they are trying to believe and thus in 
their minds, they lessen their guilt. 
Actually, they increase their guilt, for 
they do not believe God’s testimony 
concerning his Son; they reject the 
very truth he reveals.

In John 3:2, Nicodemus stated, 
“We know.” He was saying that “we 
Pharisees know” – but they were not 
willing to give up their authority. Paul 
writes in Romans 1:4 that God raised 
up Jesus and declare him to be the Son 
of God with power—or authority as 
Lord. Jesus said in Matthew 28:18, 
“All authority has been given Me in 
heaven and on earth.” God made him 
both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). 
“Him God has exalted to His right 
hand to be Prince and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins” (Acts 5:31).

We preach a Christ who is Lord! 
We preach a Christ who is a Prophet, 
a Priest, and a King. The essence of 
repentance is bowing completely and 
saying, as did Paul—“Lord, what will 
you have me to do?” There is no anxi-
ety in this question or in submission to 
this Lord, because you believe God’s 
testimony concerning his Son. You 
see that this Lord is abundantly gra-
cious, his yoke is easy, and his burden 
is light. His commandments are not 
burdensome. This Lord gave his life 
for you.

This Lord, though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, that 
through his poverty, you might be-

come rich.

Believ-
ing chil-
dren who 
have 
grown 
up in 
Christian 
homes often 
think they lack a tes-
timony, unlike those whom God has 
saved out of the gutters of this world. 
Their time of unbelief, however, was 
the more condemnable and abomi-
nable sin—for they heard the truth but 
did not believe. Thus, they called God 
a liar. They were like the Pharisees 
who heard the truth when the Scrip-
tures were read in the synagogues 
every Sabbath; these were more sinful 
and rebellious than the sinners in So-
dom were. In fact, a Pharisee saved is 
the greatest testimony of grace and the 
power of God unto salvation ... just 
ask Saul of Tarsus. 

If you are now not a believer, you 
are not willing. You will not bow to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. You do not fi nd 
him altogether lovely. You even blame 
God. You see him as a stern and un-
compassionate Master.

Imagine the prodigal son saying, 
“I am willing to come home, but my 
father will not call for me.” In stay-
ing in his sin, he would be blaming 
the father. Is this what he did? No, he 
went in complete repentance, believ-
ing his father to be a gracious and 
merciful man—who would take him 
in as a servant. And how does Jesus 
reveal the Father in the parable of this 
father? The father runs to him—em-
braces him—kisses him—puts the 
best robe on him—puts a ring on his 
hand and sandals on his feet—kills the 
fatted calf and eats and sups with him 
in great merriment.

This is the God of the Bible!

Are you waiting for a direct invita-
tion with your name on it? Here it is: 
sinner—come! Is that you? All you 

who are weary … is that you? All you 
who are heavy laden … is that you? 
Christ died for the ungodly.

Does that describe you? Then what 
more are you waiting for? Why do 
you stand so far off? Or is the truth 
that, you, in self-righteousness, are not 
willing to come to him that you might 
have life? You are not willing to give 
up your authority. You are not will-
ing to yield and submit to this Lord in 
repentance. You really do not see your 
accursed state, your utter sinfulness, 
your hopelessness. You grasp neither 
the duration of eternity, nor the terrors 
of hell. One thing I hope you do grasp 
is that you are without excuse.

Oh unbeliever—guilty and wretch-
ed unbeliever, “Behold, now is the 
accepted time, behold, now is the day 
of salvation.” There is a Savior for 
sinners—Jesus Christ the Lord—him 
I proclaim to you. Today he calls sin-
ners to repentance. I do not know 
what tomorrow may bring. If you have 
read this message, and leave an un-
believer, you are no victim. You are a 
willing unbeliever—calling God a liar, 
and not believing the testimony that 
God has given concerning his Son.

God has raised him up. He is satis-
fi ed with the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. Are you? Look and live—for 
why should you perish? 

Yet the house of Israel says, 
“The way of the Lord is not just.” 
O house of Israel, are my ways not 
just? Is it not your ways that are 
not just? “Therefore I will judge 
you, O house of Israel, every one 
according to his ways, declares the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from 
all your transgressions, lest iniquity 
be your ruin. Cast away from you 
all the transgressions that you have 
committed, and make yourselves a 
new heart and a new spirit! Why 
will you die, O house of Israel? For 
I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so 
turn, and live.” (Ezekiel 18:29-32 
ESV)

McLellan—Cont. from page 21
Are you Are you 

waiting for a waiting for a 
direct invitation direct invitation 

with your name on with your name on 
it? Here it is: sin-it? Here it is: sin-

ner—come! ner—come! 
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Now on whom dost thou trust?” —Isaiah 36:5 

Reader, this is an important question. Listen to the Christian’s 
answer, and see if it is yours. “On whom dost thou trust?” “I trust,” 
says the Christian, “in a triune God. I trust the Father, believing that 
He has chosen me from before the foundations of the world; I trust 
Him to provide for me in providence, to teach me, to guide me, to 
correct me if need be, and to bring me home to His own house where 
the many mansions are. I trust the Son. Very God of very God is 
He—the man Christ Jesus. I trust in Him to take away all my sins by 
His own sacrifice, and to adorn me with His perfect righteousness. 
I trust Him to be my Intercessor, to present my prayers and desires 
before His Father’s throne, and I trust Him to be my Advocate at the 
last great day, to plead my cause, and to justify me. I trust Him for 
what He is, for what He has done, and for what He has promised yet 
to do. And I trust the Holy Spirit—He has begun to save me from my 
inbred sins; I trust Him to drive them all out; I trust Him to curb my 
temper, to subdue my will, to enlighten my understanding, to check 
my passions, to comfort my despondency, to help my weakness, to 
illuminate my darkness; I trust Him to dwell in me as my life, to reign 
in me as my King, to sanctify me wholly, spirit, soul, and body, and 
then to take me up to dwell with the saints in light for ever.” 

Oh, blessed trust! To trust Him whose power will never be exhausted, 
whose love will never wane, whose kindness will never change, 
whose faithfulness will never fail, whose wisdom will never be 
nonplussed, and whose perfect goodness can never know a 
diminution! Happy art thou, reader, if this trust is thine! So trusting, 
thou shalt enjoy sweet peace now, and glory hereafter, and the 
foundation of thy trust shall never be removed. 

Charles H. Spurgeon 
Morning and Evening 

Evening October 7

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
double for all her sins. 

Isa 40:1-2 (ESV)
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